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     While we are making 
progress in the topic of 
equality throughout the world, 
there is still a long way to go, 
for example, payment and 
salaries. Women have been 
undermined for salaries in 
many different fields, like 
space, medicine, and of 
course, sport. There is a 
significant gap between men 
and women in sport even in 
today’s world where equality 
is encouraged. As the world 
progresses, sport often stands 
still. Many sports are being 
regarded as out of step in 
modern society and unequal 
towards women. The pay, the 
prize money and the respect 
for male athletes is much 
higher compared to their 
female counterparts. 
According to a BBC sport 
study into prize money found 
that “30% of sports reward 
men more highly than 
women”. 

     There are numerous sports 
in which differences between 
men and women remain. 
Sports such as gymnastics 
show off the grace and 
elegance of the women, 
despite the men showing their 
strength and power. 
Furthermore, in athletics men 
compete in the decathlon, 
whereas, women do not 
compete in these ten events at 
major championships and 
competitions. Despite the 
sportsmen and women 
receiving equal prize money, 
the events they compete in are 
not the same.  
     In a report published by the 
Telegraph, entitled “Is Wayne 
Rooney 260 times better than 
England’s Women?” they 
state that the women’s team 
has already outclassed the 
men‘s team but still only earn 
a fraction of Wayne Rooney’s 
total income. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In a report published by the 
Telegraph, entitled “Is Wayne 
Rooney 260 times better than 
England’s Women?” they state 
that the women’s team has 
already outclassed the men‘s 
team but still only earn a 
fraction of Wayne Rooney’s 
total income. Another report 
from The Guardian states that 
“Salary survey finds combined 
pay of those in top seven 
women’s football leagues 
equals that of a single male 
footballer – Neymar. They then 
go on to say that “Neymar will 
earn £32.9m from PSG for the 
2017-18 season purely for his 
playing contract, without taking 
into account millions more he 
receives in commercial deals.  
     It is not just major and  

 International sports that are 
the prime victims of gender 
discrimination. Minor sports 
such as bobsleigh are also 
receiving discrimination 
towards gender. The women’s 
bobsleigh team for Great 
Britain was stripped of all 
funding just 5 months before a 
major competition – the 
PyeongChang Winter 
Olympics. After the funding cut 
crisis, the sport’s governing 
body faced allegations of 
sexism as a result of the way it 
allocates its funding.  
     Gender discrimination and 
sexism is a real issue in the 
world of sport and its events. 
What should be addressed to 
the governing body and will it 
ever be a distant memory for 
female athletes? 



 


