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Dear Parent, 
 
This is a very important time in your child’s education, for the first time a choice of subjects 
has to be made and this will influence the rest of your child’s time in education. 
 
The guiding principle must be to keep options open and this means choosing courses, which 
give breadth and balance.  There are some subjects your child will have to study.  English 
Language & Literature, Mathematics & Mathematics: Numeracy, Science, ICT, Welsh and 
the Welsh Baccalaureate are all core examination subjects.  Religious Education, Personal 
and Social Education, Work related Education and Games are also compulsory.   
Then there are the ‘The Options’.  Your child has to select one subject from each of three 
‘Option Groups’.  Our Option Groups will be designed to give maximum choice, while 
encouraging breadth and balance in the courses selected.   Please remember your child is 
an individual and we want them to choose a learning pathway that suits them. 
 
Most pupils in school will be entered for General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) 
examinations.  These courses are of two years duration, and require continuous work 
throughout that time.  Assessment of work by teachers happens throughout the courses, 
and it is not possible to achieve a high grade without appropriate effort.  Excellent 
attendance is essential to success at GCSE.  We also offer vocational courses at GCSE.  These 
are suitable for pupils of all abilities, and such courses offer an important alternative 
learning pathway into further education for pupils who wish to follow a less traditionally 
academic diet of subjects. Entry Level options may be appropriate for a few students. 
 
In order to make decisions, you and your son or daughter will need relevant information.  
This booklet is one part of that process.  To support choices, work has been done to inform 
year 9 students about learning pathways and option choices, both in assembly, challenge 
time and lessons.   
 
It is vital to us that pupils follow a sensible combination of courses.  This means a choice of 
subjects, which is going to allow maximum flexibility in career pathways and levels of 
courses which are likely to result in success, bearing in mind the aptitude and ability of each 
individual child.  The individual approach is the key.  If we believe that choices made are 
unsuitable for your child we will consult with you and endeavour to reach an agreement. 
 
I would urge you and your child to read the learning pathways brochure carefully so that 
any worries or questions you have can be addressed during the Options Evening. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
H CASTLE 
Headteacher 
 

 



  3 

COMPULSORY OR OPTIONAL WHAT IS YOUR CHOICE? 

 
Compulsory Subjects 
 

 English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Mathematics: Numeracy and 
Double Award Science are taught to GCSE level for all pupils at Key Stage 4.  These 
subjects account for approximately 40% of a key stage 4 student’s timetable. 

 

 ICT or Computer Science is taught to all students.  The teaching class a student is 
based in will determine what subject route is followed.  

 

 The Welsh Baccalaureate is also compulsory.  This is a skills based qualification. 
 

 All students will study 4 hours per fortnight of Welsh leading to Full Course GCSE. 
 

 Students will have two hours per fortnight of Religious Education leading to a short 
course GCSE qualification in Religious Studies.  

 

 Core Games is allocated one hour a week. 
  
Work related education is covered by pupils participating in one week of work experience 
and other activities such as mock interviews and enterprise events organised throughout 
the key stage. 
 
Optional Subjects 
 
Pupils choose subjects from three option groups, it is important to make sure you have a 
good balance and a variety of subjects.  For example choosing two languages or three 
technology subjects is not a good idea.   
 
The Options Process – An Overview 
 
You will be asked to complete a ‘free choice survey’ and number the subjects you wish to 
take from 1 to 3 in order of preference.  You will also choose a back up (fourth option 
subject)   
Once the free choice survey results have been analysed the 3 option groups will be 
produced and you will have to choose one subject from each group.  This usually happens 
towards the end of the Spring Term.  The option columns are created to support the needs 
of the year group; however, this does mean that we cannot guarantee that you will be able 
to do your first 3 chosen subjects.  A ‘best fit’ options model will be created. 
 
You may be asked to make an alternative choice if:- 

 You do not hand in your final form on time. 

 Very few pupils choose a subject - we may not be able to run the course. 

 Too many pupils choose the subject.  This will be decided on first come first served basis. 

 Subjects are full (Some subjects, such as Engineering have a set number) 
Take time to make your choice and choose wisely - If you change your mind after your 
form has been handed in it may not be possible to carry out that change. 
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What will my Timetable look like? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CYNFFIG COMPACT AND PROGRESS FILE 
 
Upon entering Years 10 and 11, you will find yourself taking part in these two schemes, 
which are designed to give the fullest possible picture of you, as an individual, at sixteen 
years of age. 
 
Examinations are a very important part of the overall picture but there are aspects of you 
they are not designed to show.  These personal features will be recorded by a COMPACT 
certificate and PROGRESS FILE. 
 
 
 

CYNFFIG COMPACT 
 
The school will set you goals which it is expected you will achieve by the end of Year 11.  As 
you can see from the list below, these are part of everyday life in school.  If you are failing 
to meet any of these set goals, you will be set targets by your form teachers and subject 
teachers to help you improve. 
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Students’ Compact Goals. 
 
1. Attendance 

Your attendance record, which will be taken from morning and afternoon 
registration, will be monitored.  You will be set your own personal attendance 
targets during reviews but you should aim for a 95% record. 

2.          Punctuality 
It is important that you arrive at school and lessons on time. You will be expected to 
be punctual at all times to qualify as a Cynffig Compact Graduate.  If your record on 
punctuality is not a good one you will be set targets to enable you to shown an 
improvement. 

3. Personal Presentation Skills 
You are responsible for your own appearance, conduct and co-operation with 
others.  You will be expected to conform to the standards set by school. 

4.         Work Assignments 
You must complete work assignments by given deadlines. 

 
At the end of Year 11, if you have achieved all of the goals, you will become a Cynffig 
Compact Graduate.   
 
If you choose to stay on in Years 12 and 13 your CYNFFIG COMPACT CERTIFICATE 
can still be of use.  It is as valuable in seeking employment at seventeen or 
eighteen years of age or going on to Higher Education as it is at sixteen years of 
age. 
You and your parents will be given full information on your Compact 
Programme at the beginning of Year 10.  
  
 

 
 

 

PROGRESS FILE 
 
Progress File supports Careers Education and Guidance and overlays the whole curriculum.  
Progress File is taught to students in years 10 and 11 through the pastoral programme and 
the Review Sessions with both subject and form tutors. 
 
Progress File will help you to focus on improving your transferable key skills in order to 
make you more marketable for when you leave school.   You can store working documents, 
evidence of achievements and personal information in your progress file folders and also 
on-line in your e-portfolios/Learning Pathway Plans. 
 
Broad learning outcomes for Progress File. 
 

1. Identify their strengths and weaknesses, skills and qualities. 
2. Recognise, evaluate and record their progress and achievements. 
3. Manage their own learning, personal and career development planning. 
4. Set SMART goals and targets. 
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5. Make effective and sustained transitions within and between education, training 
and working life. 

6. Present their attributes effectively, relevant to their future education, training 
and career goals. 

7. Recognise the people who can provide guidance and support. 
 
It is very important that you take ownership of your Progress File as it is a flexible 
framework that centres on you as an individual. 

 

 

                            CAREERS 

 
Careers is based in the careers office at Room 4G2 in Block 4.  
The Careers Library is available to pupils in the main Library at 
lunchtimes. 
 
Within the Library a Careers Library Classification Index CLCI 
filing system operates holding information on hundreds of 
jobs. In addition to this students will find a variety of Career 
guidance material such as magazines, College and University 
prospectus’s.  

 
Group sessions and individual interviews will be undertaken with Rebecca 
Edmunds, our careers Advisor, from Careers Wales Ltd., with further queries 
being answered by: 
Mrs R Morris (Assistant Headteacher). 

 

 

 

 

 
The next section provides information about each subject offered at Cynffig 
Comprehensive School – Please speak to Heads of Departments and subject teachers for 
more information. 
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WELSH BACCALAUREATE 
 
The central focus of the Welsh Baccalaureate at Key Stage 4 is to 
provide a vehicle for 14-16 year olds to consolidate and develop 
essential and employability skills. The qualification will help 
learners to prepare for their future by developing skills, attributes 
and behaviours valued by post-16educators and potential employers.   
 
The emphasis in the Welsh Baccalaureate is on applied learning i.e. acquiring and applying a 
range of transferable skills. Learners will develop skills in the context of purposeful tasks 
and appropriate knowledge and understanding. The Welsh Baccalaureate will encourage 
the learner to value skills development as a key aspect of education and life-long learning. 
Offering a learning experience relevant to the needs and demands of the workplace will 
develop learners’ confidence, drive and initiative, preparing them to enter, succeed 
and progress in the world of work. 
 
Through the Welsh Baccalaureate learners will raise their skills levels and confidence, 
enabling and empowering them to take their place as responsible and active citizens within 
a diverse society.  Alongside and through the development of skills, the Welsh 
Baccalaureate provides learners with the opportunity to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of society, the community in which they live and an awareness of global 
issues, events and perspectives. 
 
The Welsh Baccalaureate is based on a Skills Challenge Certificate alongside Supporting 
Qualifications.  The requirements of both the Skills Challenge Certificate and Supporting 
Qualifications must be met in order to achieve the overarching Welsh Baccalaureate. 
 
The Skills Challenge Certificate consists of four components which are followed by all 
learners: 

 Individual Project 

 Enterprise and Employability Challenge 

 Global Citizenship Challenge 

 Community Challenge 

The combined outcomes of the four components will determine whether the Skills 
Challenge Certificate is awarded at National or Foundation level. 
 
The Supporting Qualifications include two mandatory GCSEs of English Language  
together with Mathematics-Numeracy.  A further three GCSEs are also required, of which 
two may be of equivalent qualifications.  For example a BTEC Qualification. 
 
To meet the National Welsh Baccalaureate requirements all five of the Supporting 
Qualifications must be achieved at grades A*-C.  Similarly, for the Foundation Welsh 
Baccalaureate the Supporting Qualifications must be achieved at grades A*-G.  At Key Stage 
4 the awarding qualification will be awarded at National or Foundation. 
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The focus of the Skills Challenge Certificate will be on the essential and employability skills 
young people need in their future lives and these skills will be developed and assessed 
through an Individual Project and three Challenges.  
The Skills Challenge Certificate has been designed to include learning and assessment which 
will enthuse, engage and motivate learners in the classroom, the workplace and the wider 
community.  Learners will be required to consider how the application of their learning may 
impact on individuals, employers, society and the environment.   
 
The qualification has been devised around the concept of a ‘plan, do, and review’ approach 
to learning where learners are introduced to a context for learning, plan activities, carry out 
activities, review outcomes and learning. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mathematics is a compulsory subject in Year 10 and 11. 
 
As a result of Welsh Government changes, students will study the recently introduced 
course of GCSE qualifications which were launched in September 2015.  Mathematics 
consists of Two GCSEs, namely Mathematics and Numeracy. 
 
Both GCSEs have three levels of entry: 
 
Higher Level offering                A* to C grades  
Intermediate Level offering    B  to E  grades and 
Foundation Level offering       C  to G grades. 
 
Pupils will be entered for a level appropriate to their ability. 
 
Both GCSEs consist of two examination papers to be sat at the end of Year 11. 
 
Paper 1 will be non-calculator and Paper 2 with a calculator.  
 
Mathematics will concentrate on procedural skills, whilst Numeracy with concentrate on 
applying these skills to real-life situations, where students will be required to use their 
reasoning skills. 
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GCSE English and English Literature 
 

All year 10 and 11 students study GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature. The 
course will build on and develop work undertaken in Years 7-9 focusing on Reading, Writing 
and Oracy skills.  
 

 Students will focus on how to improve their written communication, developing 

technical aspects of their writing such as sentence structure, punctuation and 

spelling.  

 

 They will be given opportunity to practise their writing skill in a range of formats, for 

differing purposes and audiences. This will include both transactional (functional) 

and creative writing. 

 

 Students will read and study a wide range of texts in class and independently. They will be 

required to organise resources, notes and practice questions effectively for learning.   

 

 Students will be expected to read and study at home. Individual research and 

preparation for lessons is essential in this subject. 

 

 We endeavour to create a positive, nurturing, fun environment where students feel 

comfortable and confident to develop their oracy skills. Oracy is examined by 

internal assessments which are recorded for exam board moderation. 

The course will involve a combination of internal assessments, controlled assessments and 
exams. A timetable of important dates and learning materials will be provided by the 
English Department to help you to support your child’s learning. 
The English Department values parents’ opinions. Please do not hesitate in contacting the 
English teaching team to discuss your child’s learning experience. 
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Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
and  
Computer Science 
 
At key stage 4, pupils will follow a compulsory course of qualifications that will either focus 
on ICT or Computing 

 
ICT GCSE 
 
This qualification prepares pupils for both the world of work and further education. 
 
It offers pupils the chance to enhance their ICT skills as well as developing a sound 
knowledge of ICT in the digital age and its use on a global level. This course covers digital 
design, spreadsheet modelling and investigation techniques. 
 
The main topics covered by the course are: 
 

 Unit 1 – Living in a Digital World (40 hour controlled assessment) 

 Unit 2 – Using Digital Tools (1 ½ hour exam) 
 
The specification has been structured to give maximum flexibility and to cater for individual 
needs. 
 
The GCSE award has one exam paper worth 40% of the total marks and one controlled 
assessment worth 60%. 
 
 

GCSE Computer Science 
 
Computer science has the distinct aim of gaining the understanding of how computers work 
and how to develop software through computer programming. The current demand for 
higher level computing skills is high and as a department, we want to allow our pupils 
access to these opportunities. 
 
Computing is a demanding GCSE with both high mathamatical and practical elements. This 
course is ideally suited for those who are confident in applying maths and logic in practical 
ways 
 

Assessment is divided into three units: 

1. Understanding Computer Science (45%) - 90 minute examination to assess 
understanding of the theory content of the specification. 
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2. Solving Problems Using Computers (30%) - 2 hour external assessment to assess the 
practical application of knowledge and understanding through a series of on-screen 
tasks. 

 

3. Developing Computing Solutions (25%) - internally assessed and externally 
moderated 15 hour controlled assessment to develop a piece of work using 
programming software following a task brief issued by WJEC. There is a choice of 
two task briefs. 
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GCSE SCIENCE 
 
The Science courses at KS4 build upon the scientific skills 
developed in years 7, 8 and 9. 
 
Science plays a fundamental role in modern society and it is vital 
that pupils have a solid understanding of its applications. In 
addition to this, Science is a core subject and as such, it is 
important that students study it to provide them with a full 
range of opportunities in future jobs, careers and education. 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to recent changes in education by the Welsh Assembly Government, Science is no 
longer offered as an option.  From September 2016, students are required to study 2 
Double Award GCSE Science. 
 

Double Award Science 
 
This course offers a deep insight into how science underpins the world around us.  Students 
take an academic route through KS4. 
 
In the summer of year 10 students will sit modular exams in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  
This format will continue into year 11.  In addition to the exam modules in year 11 students 
will also complete an investigation that is worth 10% of their final GCSE grade.  Students will 
be awarded 2 GCSE grades at the end of year 11. 
 
The coursework component requires students to use the skills learnt at KS3 to complete the 
scientific investigation. 
 
The course offers two tiers of entry for each modular exam – Foundation and Higher. The 
Higher tier entry allows students to achieve A* to D grades.  Whereas foundation tier 
provides an option for students to secure C - G grades.   
 
A good pass at GCSE ensures that students can continue to study 
the Sciences in the sixth form at A-level and beyond. 
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GCSE ART and DESIGN 
 
GCSE Art & Design requires the completion of one unit of work the candidate portfolio (Unit  
1) and an externally set assignment.  The marks are awarded, 60% for coursework and 40% 
for the externally set assignment (Unit 2). 
 
Although all students begin the portfolio unit from a common theme they have the 
flexibility to develop their individual ideas and personal style.  During the course students 
will have the opportunity to study the work of other artists, designers and craftspeople. This 
includes school visits to art galleries, which is a requirement of the course.  There is a strong 
emphasis on evidence of competent drawing ability also.   
 
Students have the opportunity to engage in a arrange of disciplines including painting and 
drawing, printmaking, sculpture, ceramic design, product design and graphics.   
 
Graphic Communication and photography are new course options open 
to pupils who wish to work mainly with ICT and cameras.  The themes 
cover a wide range of outcomes such as logo design, typography and 
image manipulation/Photoshop techniques.  There will still be the 
expectation that some drawing and experimentation with relevant art 
materials are included. 
 
 
The use of ICT and photography as both a research and design tool is 
expected from all students. 
 
Art is a self selecting subject, therefore it is expected that pupils who opt for Art will already 
have an aptitude, a strong skills base and a keen interest in the subject.' Pupils should seek 
the advice of their teacher before deciding if Art is a suitable choice. 
 
Students will be required to keep 1 A3 sketchbook for their coursework unit as well as loose 
work for their portfolio.  
 
The externally set task (Assessment 2) will take the form of a 10 hour period.  Students will 
follow a question from the examination paper, which they can interpret in a wide variety of 
ways.  Students will be assessed on their ability to do the following:- 
 

 
Critical Understanding (AO1) 
Develop and explore ideas using a range of resources.  Use  
of contextual sources showing analytical and cultural understanding. 
                             25% 

 
Creative Making (AO2) 
Refine ideas through experimenting and selecting resources/media and 

materials.  Sensitive control of the formal elements.                   
                                                                                             25% 
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Reflective Recording 
Record ideas, observations, information experiences in forms that are  

  appropriate to intentions.  Use first-hand observation and photography. 
                                                        25%  

         
Personal Presentation (AO4)  
Present a personal, imaginative response, showing analytical and critical  
   understanding.  Pupils make connections between visual, written    

or oral elements.  Consider different presentation formats.  
                                                       25%    
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BTEC – BUSINESS STUDIES 
 

BTEC Level 1/2 First Certificate  in Business  

(Equivalent to 1 GCSE) 

Duration: Two Years – Full Time.   

Assessment: 3 Internal Assessed units (i) 
1 External Assessed Online Test (e) 

 

Course Content:  

The course is made up of 2 Core Units and 5 Optional Units. 

The Core Units are: 

Unit 1 – Enterprise in the Business World. (i) 

Unit 2 – Finance For Business.  (e) 

The 5 Optional Units are: 

Unit 3 – Promoting a Brand. (i) 

Unit 4 – Principles of Customer Service.  (i) 

Unit 6 – Introducing Retail Business.  (i) 

Unit 8 – Recruitment, Selection and Employment.  (i) 

Unit 12 – Introducing Law and Consumer Rights.  (i) 

Activities: 

Visits to local businesses, enterprise events, guest speakers.   

There will also be opportunities to demonstrate competencies in Essential Skills, e.g. 
Working with Others and Communication. 

Progression:  

This course offers natural progression onto the BTEC level 3 National Subsidiary Diploma in 
Business. (Equivalent to A Level).  The course also equips the students with a good 
foundation of knowledge and skills necessary for the world of work. 
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CYNFFIG  

 
 
 
GCSE GEOGRAPHY 
 
This is one of the most popular options at GCSE at Cynffig.   It is composed of 2 
examinations in Year 11 and one piece of fieldwork and one problem solving task where the 
pupils can research for a whole day on topics like: 
 

 Following a river and measuring how it changes 
 

 Changing shopping patterns in Bridgend 
 
Geography is an excellent subject for a career, look at all 
these jobs where Geography is recommended:

Aid Worker                     Army  
Charity Worker    Civil Engineer  
Crime Analyst                 Forestry Ranger 
Housing Officer     Lorry Driver 
Navy       Nurse 
Pilot       Police 
Politician      Receptionist 
Refugee Advisor     Shop Manager 
Social Worker                  Teacher 
Tour Guide                 Transport Manager 
Travel Agent                 TV Researcher 
 
There will also be a wide variety of other skills developed like IT, doing presentations, 
communicating ideas and working with others. 
 
Pupils will study topics such as:  
 
Aid in Africa                    Volcanoes 

Climate Change    Hurricanes 

Map Skills     Oil Disasters 

Reducing Population                River Flooding 

Coast Management                                            Ageing Population 

 

The qualification 
consists of a 
combination of 
exams and controlled 
assessment tasks. 
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GCSE HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
  

This course has been designed to provide a range of teaching, learning and assessment styles 
to motivate candidates to achieve the best they can thus empowering them to take charge of 
their own learning and development. Hence they are prepared for the workplace, further 
education or training. 
Health and Social Care has earned a clear place in the Government’s vision for Secondary 
Education for the foreseeable future. The course allows candidates to experience 
vocationally related learning within their own communities. 
 
Scheme of Assessment 
Candidates will follow the Single Award. This comprises of two 
separate units of work, both are mandatory. 
 
1) Unit A911: Health, Social Care and Early Years Provision 
Candidates will be expected to produce a well organised assignment 
for controlled assessment. They will have 45 hours to complete this task. 
This work will be worth 60% of the overall grade. 
 
2) Unit A912: Understanding Personal Development and Relationships 
In this unit, Candidates will sit a 1 hour 15 minute examination paper. This work will be 
worth 40% of the overall grade. 
 
Tiers 
The Scheme of assessment is untiered, covering all of the ability range grades candidates can 
achieve A* - G Grades. Candidates achieving less than the minimum mark for Grade G, will be 
ungraded (U) 
 
Personal Research 
A programme of guest speakers, visits and individual research opportunities into Health and 
Social Care Issues are provided to enhance learning thus empowering each candidate to 
achieve their full potential. 
Candidates are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning. 
 
Progression Route 
Single Health and Social Care facilitates progression onto the following 6th form courses. 
1.   AS Level (GCE) Single Health and Social Care. 
2.   Cache Level 2 – Childcare and Education (Award/Certificate/Diploma) 
 
Employment 
Examples of appropriate employment include, Nursery Nurse, Care 
Assistant, Childminder, Pre-school Nursery Assistant. 
 
Successful completion of GCSE and ‘A’ level courses in Health and 
Social Care enables candidates to meet entry requirements for training for nursing and 
professions such as Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy and Pharmacy for example.  It 
could also contribute toward meeting the entry requirements for working with people with 
additional needs, Social Work and Teaching. 
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HISTORY 

 
What is history? 

 

 
It sounds such a simple question doesn't it?  But it can cause a 
lot of disagreement. Napoleon called it 'a set of lies' and 
Henry Ford (of Ford cars) called it 'bunk'!   
  
Whatever they think about it most people will agree that 
history is the study of the past.  In fact, historians are a bit 
like detectives - using evidence to find out what happened 
and why.  This is not an easy job. Historians must be able 
to recognise evidence, decide how useful it is and come 
to conclusions based on what they have found out.  
 

What will you study if you choose History? 
 

At GCSE we study a selection key historical events, people and changes.  We 
follow the WJEC History course.   
 
Unit 1 is a depth study – looking at the history of Wales in a wider historical 
context. This unit is called ‘Depression, War and Recovery, 1930-1951.’ 
 
Unit 2 is also a depth study, this time looking at the history of the rise of the 
Nazi Party.  This unit is called ‘Germany in Transition, 1919-1939.’ 
Unit 3 is a breadth study, with a particular emphasis on how this impacted on 
Wales. This unit is called ‘Changes in Health and Medicine, c.1340 to the 
present day.’ 
 
You will also complete a piece of coursework that will test your ability to 
analyse and evaluate historical sources and interpretations. 

 
Will History be any use to you when you leave education? 

 
GCSE History is a very useful qualification to have.  Employers, colleges and universities will know that 
you have studied a challenging subject.  You will develop skills of a wide ranging nature.  For example, 
you will learn how to… 
 

 gather, read and comment critically on different types of information 

 communicate clearly 

 form arguments 

 research and collect evidence to support your arguments 
 

 

It’s bunk! 
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GCSE SPANISH 

Learning a Modern Foreign Language is an exciting oppportunity which opens many doors in 

your career path. Studying Spanish will broaden your horizons, develop your cultural 

knowledge and understand and foster transferable skills such as confidence, communication, 

problem solving and creativity to prepare you for the World of Work. 

Spanish WJEC GCSE will enable you to: 

 communicate confidently in Spanish in speech and writing 

 express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently 

 understand speech at near normal speed 

 deepen your knowledge how language works and enrich your vocabulary 

 acquire new knowledge and skills to understand and respond to a range of authentic 

spoken and written material 

 develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of Spanish speaking 

countries 

 develop language strategies. 
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  19 

GCSE MUSIC 

 
The GCSE course in Music builds on the elements studies at Key Stage 3; 
Performing, Composing and Appraising (Listening).  

 

Performing – 30% 
Pupils will be required to complete at least two performances on either voice or any 
instrument. Pupils must be confident to perform in front of other members of the class and 
be prepared to work towards a minimum of a grade 1 standard.  To gain the highest grades 
pupils should perform to approximately a grade 3 standard or above.  Pupils do not have to 
perform a solo for their exam but they may do if they choose; they must perform two pieces 
and at least one must be in a group.  They will mainly work on their performance skills 
outside of lessons but will be supported in developing their style and delivery during termly 
workshops.   Their performances will be recorded as part of their first controlled assessment 
and a small number of the class will be selected at random to perform to a visiting examiner. 
 

Composing – 30% 
As pupils study the different topics they will have opportunity to experiment with different 
composing styles and techniques.  They will be encouraged to be creative with their ideas 
and make use of the ICT room to organise their ideas into two completed pieces as part of 
their second controlled assessment.   
 

Appraising – 40%  
Pupils will study music from each of the four areas of study, learning to recognise the key 
music features.  They will develop their aural techniques and gain at least a basic 
understanding of music theory.  They will listen to a wide range of music types and do a 
focused study on two pieces chosen by the exam board.  There will be a listening exam with 
both prepared and unheard musical extracts; this is sat in the summer of year 11. 
Pupils already able to read music will be at an advantage but those who don’t are welcome 
to take the course as long as they are keen to learn.   
 

Students will be expected to take part in the busy extra-curricular life 
of the department, such as senior choir and orchestra.  This is to 
ensure that students emerge as fully rounded musicians and achieve 
the highest grades they possibly can.  

 

The GCSE Music syllabus contains all three elements explored through four areas of study. 
 

1. Musical Forms and Devices 

a. Including the study of Baroque, Classical and Romantic music 

2. Music for Ensemble 

a. Including the study of Jazz & Blues, Musical Theatre and Music of Wales 

3. Film Music 

a. Including the opportunity to perform and create their own Film music 

4. Popular Music 

a. Including the use of ICT in music and the specific study of Stereophonics 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

At the completion of Key Stage 3 every pupil in school has received two hours of Physical 
Education a week and covered four areas of experience. 
Each student in Key Stage 3 would have participated in many activities.  E.g. gymnastics with 
strength and health related aspects, dance, rugby, soccer, adventurous activities and netball.  
Physical Education at KS4 changes from KS3. There are 5 lessons of GCSE Physical Education 
per fortnight and the two year course culminates in a written examination (2 hours) which is 
worth 50% of the course and an assessment in three practical activities as a performer.  
 
Unit 1: ‘Introduction to Physical Education’ 
 
This is a written examination at the end of the course. It is worth 50% of the overall 
qualification and is marked out of 100.  
The paper will be made up of a range of short and extended questions. 
The subject content will focus on five key areas: 

1. Health, training and exercise e.g. components of fitness and methods of training. 
2. Exercise physiology e.g. systems of the body and effects of exercise. 
3. Movement analysis e.g. muscle contractions, level systems and planes of movement. 
4. Psychology of sport and physical activity e.g. goal setting, classification of skills and 

guidance. 
5. Socio-cultural issues in sport and physical activity e.g. factors affecting participation 

and provision and the commercialism of sport. 
 
Unit 2: ‘The active participant in physical education’ 
 

All students who complete this course have to be competent performers. 
 

The practical element of the course is worth 50% of the qualification and is marked out of 
100. Students will be assessed in three activities as a performer in at least one individual 
sport, one team sport and one other. 
One of these activities will be a ‘major activity’. This major activity will have a greater 
weighting than the other two activities as the student will have to produce a personal 
fitness programme linked to it. This will show the student’s ability to identify ways in 
which fitness and performance can be improved in that activity over a period of 8 weeks. 
This will require the student to use theory concepts to collect, analyse and present data. 
The written evidence for this must include: 

1. Self-analysis of current fitness levels. 
2. Recommendations to improve fitness and performance in the major activity. 
3. A plan of the fitness programme. 
4. Completion and monitoring the programme. 
5. Evaluation of the programme. 
6. Recommendations for improvements to performance. 
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Medicine Teaching 
 

Law Journalism 

Police Social 

Work 
Psychology 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES G.C.S.E 
 
Religious Studies GCSE gives you the chance to think about questions in life. It allows you to 
think about other people and understand what they believe in, as well as how they live their 
lives. It lets you discuss lots of important things that affect your life. 

 
Why should I choose GCSE Religious Studies? 

 
In GCSE Religious Studies you will use skills that you can use in a wide range of careers. Skills 
include insight, problem solving, critical thinking and the ability to evaluate different points 
of view and weigh up the consequences. All these skills underpin many of the qualities 
needed in today’s challenging and ever changing world of work. 
 
Employers look for someone with an enquiring mind, an appreciation of different viewpoints 
and an ability to arrive at clear, balanced decisions. These are all the skills that are developed 
through GCSE RS. 
 
This is not just a course for would be vicars1 RS is a useful qualification to have if you are 
considering a career in ……. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is studied at GCSE Religious Studies? 

 
The new WJEC specification will be followed. At present the course is in draft form. A full 
course qualification will be assessed through 2 examination papers. 

 
Unit 1 
Through the religions of Christianity and Judaism the following topics will be studied: 

 Core beliefs – God, creation, places of worship 

 Ethical issues – euthanasia, abortion & organ donation  

 Good and evil – life after death, war and pacifism & capital punishment. 
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Unit 2 
Through the religions of Christianity and Judaism the following topics will be studied: 

 Relationships – sexual issues, marriage and divorce 

 Human Rights – the role of women, racism, wealth and poverty. 
 
 
 
Within the RS department you will be given lots of support to get you through the exams, 
including department produced revision booklets, revision sessions and plenty of practice 
and tips on how to get the best answer to examination questions. 
 
More information can be obtained from Mrs Roberts. 
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TECHNOLOGY SUBJECTS 
 

The Technology department will be offering the following GCSE Courses:- 
 
Design & Technology – Product Design                              
GCSE Food & Nutrition 
WJEC Engineering Level 1/2 Vocational GCSE 

 
 

 
 

GCSE DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY – PRODUCT DESIGN 
 

This course offers an opportunity for learners to identify and solve real problems by 

designing and making products. In addition to this, the course in Product Design will enable 

learners to develop their knowledge and understanding of areas such as the selection of 

materials, components and systems. They will also consider emerging technologies, 

environmental issues, impacts on society as well as energy generation & storage and the 

developments in smart materials. 

As part of the knowledge requirements,  learners will investigate the work of past and 

present professional designers and companies such as Airbus, Apple, James Dyson and 

Philippe Starck.  

The subject content for GCSE Product Design will be assessed through a written examination 

and non-examination assessment (NEA) element which is in the form of a contextual design 

& make challenge; 

Design and Technology in the 21st Century    Contextual Challenge 

Written Examination: 2 hours     NEA:  approximately 35 hours 

50% of qualification      50% of qualification 

The contextual challenge which is worth 50 per cent of the total marks available, is assessed 

by the school and moderated by the WJEC.  Learners will choose one contextual challenge 

from a range of three which are offered by the examination board each year. They will 

complete this aspect of the work during the final year of the course.  

Learners can expect to spend up to 20 hours of the contextual challenge engaged in practical 

work involving the manufacture of an individual prototype. These prototypes may for 

example include products such as low voltage lighting, cardboard furniture, point of sales 

displays or stylised electronic products.   
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GCSE – FOOD & NUTRITION 
 

The subject covers all aspects of catering and hospitality.  Pupils will demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of the catering industry, the types of products and services provided, 
range of customer groups, job roles and career 
opportunities.      
 
Pupils will study new technological developments 
associated with food commodities and a range of 
equipment used in the industry. 
 
There is continuous assessment of practical work 
during the two years, with two practical examinations 
plus coursework which carry a total weight of 60% of 
the final GCSE grade. 
 
There is also a written examination paper which is externally set and marked and is targeted 
at the full range of GCSE grades. 
 

WJEC Level 1/2 Qualification in Engineering 

The WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Engineering is designed to build on the skills, knowledge and 

understanding acquired in Design & Technology at Key Stage 3, particularly skills related to 

literacy, numeracy and the use of technology and design.  

It also provides learners with a broad appreciation of work in engineering related industries 

through authentic work related activities.  

The course content is built around three modules, each of which has an applied purpose. The 

applied purpose will enable learners to learn in such a way that they develop:  

• the skills required for independent learning and development;  

• the ability to solve problems;  

• the ability to apply learning in vocational contexts. 

Engineering Unit  Structure 

WJEC Level 1/2 Qualifications in Engineering 

Unit Number Unit Title Assessment GLH 

9791 Engineering Design Internal  30 

9792 Producing Engineering Products   Internal 60 

9793 Solving Engineering Problems External  30 
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Engineering - The Basics 
 

Unit 9791 and 9792 are internally assessed and externally moderated through summative 
controlled assessment (CATs). Each unit is assessed independently. Unit 9793 consists of a 90 
minute examination which is available in June of each year ( one re-sit is allowed). 

 
Performance bands are provided for Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit and Level 2 

Distinction.  Evidence must clearly show how the learner has met the standard for the higher 

grades. 
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WELSH GCSE 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y Cwrs / The Course 
All students will study the Applied Welsh GCSE course.  The aim of the course is to 
ensure that students are aware of the use made of Welsh in modern Wales and 
to encourage a positive attitude towards the Welsh language and culture. 

Asesiadau / Assessments 
 
The course will be assessed through four Units: 
Unit 1 – Reading and writing exam [1 hour] (20%) 
Unit 2 – Controlled assessment [speaking, reading & writing] (30%) 
Unit 3 - Controlled assessment [speaking, reading & writing] (30%) 
Unit 4 – Speaking exam [10 minutes] (20%) 
 

 

Datblygu Sgiliau / Developing Skills 
 Literacy & Numeracy 

 Essential Skills (Communication, 

ICT, AON)  

 Working With others 

 Problem Solving 

 Improving Own Learning & 

Performance 

 Office skills 

 

 

Themau /  Themes 
 Y Byd o’n Cwmpas – The world 

around us (tourism, the area, Welsh 

around the world) 

 Byd Gwaith – The world of work 

(Applying for jobs, application forms & 

CVs, office skills, rules and health & 

safety) 

 Y Dyfodol – The future (voluntary 

work, work experience, career choices)  

 Defnydd o’r Gymraeg – The use 

of Welsh (bilingualism, opportunities 

for Welsh learners, Welsh in the media) 
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VOCATIONAL STUDIES – Level 1 
 

BTEC Level 1 Certificate in Vocational Studies 
 
Course outline:  
The Diploma in Vocational Studies offers learners the unique opportunity to explore several 
vocational subjects and provides a flexible and engaging learning programme for those who 
remain unsure of their direction at Level 1.   
 
Students follow a range of units some of which are mandatory and others optional.  Students 
have to follow a number of units of work from specific groups that allow for a certain 
number of credits to be achieved.    
 
The units offered are listed below:  
 
 Mandatory Units - 
  
A/503/2836 - Self assessment - Level 1 - Credits 1 - Guided Hours 10 
F/503/2837 - Career Progression - Level 1 - Credits 2 - Guided Learning Hours 20 
  
Group 2 - 
  
T/502/0278 - Map Reading Using Ordnance Survey Maps - Level 1 - Credits 2 - Guided 
Learning hours 20 
 
F/502/3703 - UK Travel Destinations - Level 1 - Credit 4 - Guided Learning Hours 30 
  
Group 3 -  
  
D/601/3156 - Project in Sustainability - Entry Level 3 - Credit 3 - Guided Learning Hours 30 
 
Y/501/7244 - Taking Part in Sport - Entry level 3 - Credit 3 - Guided Learning Hours 30 
   

 

The Qualification gained will be:  
 
 BTEC Level 1 Certificate in Vocational Studies 

 

This is a Level 1 / Entry 3 Qualification, with a pass being equivalent to G-D at GCSE 
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LEARNING PATHWAYS YOUR OPTION CHOICES 
 
Things you need to do in order to complete your Option choices: 

 
 Complete the initial free choice survey, identifying your 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

choice of subjects as well as a back up subject, before the deadline date 
which is Thursday 2nd March 2017.  Return the free choice survey to Mrs 
Miller in the Main Office.   
 

 Once the surveys are completed and returned the Option Groups will be 
created, you must then make sure you complete your final option form 
by the end of the Spring Term.  Option forms will be issued 2 weeks prior 
to deadline.  Both you and your parents/guardians will be required to 
sign your option form. 

 
 Once your choices are agreed both you and your parents will be required 

to sign your option form to confirm your final choices. 
 
 
Things you need to take into consideration: 
 
 It is important you have appropriate range of subjects, a broad and 

balanced curriculum is essential in the current economical climate. 
 

 We offer a large number of courses at Key Stage 4, however if the 
numbers opting for a particular subject are low, the option will be 
withdrawn and your will have to choose an alternative subject. 

 
 If you have any questions before or after the options evening and before 

the deadline date for your final choices you should speak to  
            Mr M. Stephens, Deputy Headteacher. 


