
As we have completed our first half term, I am hopeful that our pupils have   
settled in well to a new school year.  We are focusing on basic routines to help 
pupils develop as responsible individuals. 
 

Ready 
Ready for learning, ready to listen, ready to work, ready to cooperate and      
collaborate. 
 

Respectful 
Showing respect to peers, to adults, to their environment and to themselves. 
 

Safe 
Safe in their learning environment, safe in their actions and safe in the           
activities in which they are taking part. 
 

We trust that you will support us in establishing this positive mindset which in 
turn will strengthen and build relationships all across the school. 
 

The Senior Leadership Team felt that really productive time was spent with the 
parents/carers of pupils in Year 7 and Year 10 during the first few weeks of this 
term.  Together we set out the expectations, challenges and opportunities that 
lie ahead for these pupils as they embark on KS3 and KS4 respectively.  We 
also look forward to meeting and working with parents/carers once again over 
the rest of this academic year at Year 12/13 Parents Evening in November and 
then in January 2020 with Year 11 Parents Evening and Year 8 Parents    
Evening and finally Year 9 Review Day in February 2020. 
 

Staff are continuing to focus on the new curriculum, Curriculum for Wales and 
recognise the exciting opportunities that we are embarking upon in creating a 
curriculum that truly meets the needs of a Cynffig pupil.  We will keep you     
updated with our work. 
Mrs Castle. 
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Our annual Presentation Evening, held on Wednesday September 11th, was an evening 
of recognition and acknowledgement where we were able to spend time applauding a 
range of pupil successes, talents and endeavours.  The highlight of the evening was the 
heartfelt, genuine and inspiring speech delivered words of warmth, wisdom and wit by 
our guest speaker, ex pupil, Ben Ffrancon-Davies.  The school Hall was packed to the 
rafters with parents, carers, Governors and friends supporting their success.  We are 
very proud of all our pupils’ achievements. 
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We would like to thank Parents / Carers for their support in ensuring pupils    
follow the mobile phone policy for the school.  We have seen a significant     
improvement in the application of this policy since September. 
A reminder: mobile devices must not be visible at any time and must be 
switched off, out of sight and kept safely in the pupil’s bag at all times. 

Cynffig Comprehensive welcomed parents and pupils from our local primaries schools 
and community to our annual Open Evening on Thursday 26

th
 September.  The event 

was very well attended as always with everyone    
enjoying the chance to look around, join in lessons 
and chat to staff and pupils as they visited              
departments.  A BIG thank you to Bethan, Charlie 
and Kian, who kindly helped out and welcomed all 
our visitors .  We hope you enjoy spending your 
vouchers as a small token of our appreciation!   
Da iawn pawb!! 

Congratulations to our Sixth Form last Summer on gaining          

excellent A Level results and securing University, college and work 

placements. Good luck in the next chapter of your life ...keep in touch 

- we love  hearing how you are enjoying University and work life! 

Welcome / Croeso 
Cynffig would like to give a warm welcome to Mrs Sarah Howells—ALNCo, 

Miss Lauren Hopkins - Head of Business & CoPE and Mrs Janet  
Almond-Wood - Teacher of Maths & Science who joined us in September. 

 

 

 

Return Monday 4th November 2019  
 Week 1  

The Gideon's came to visit us on Monday 21st October, 
as they do each year. 
Everyone in Year 7 received their own copy of the New 
Testament, a gift that they will be able to use in         
Discovery and RE lessons in the future to support their 
learning.  Thank you to Mr Dykes and Mr Laviers. 
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On 15th October Cynffig celebrated the Welsh  
language during the annual Diwrnod Shwmae. 
Activities included ‘Brecwast Bingo’ (breakfast  
Bingo), ‘Hoff  Air Cymraeg’ (Favourite Welsh  
Word), ‘Cwis Cymraeg’ (Welsh Quiz) and  
‘Hwyl Mr Urdd’ (Mr Urdd Fun). 

On Wednesday 16th October, Cynffig took part in Restart A Heart Day.   
If someone suffers a cardiac arrest, their chances of survival double if it happens 
in front of a bystander who immediately starts CPR. 
We are extremely proud of all our Year 7 pupils who participated maturely in the 
Call, Push, Rescue training which saw 142 pupils trained in life-saving              
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). It really was a great opportunity for us all to 
learn an invaluable skill. 

 

 

Student Parliament training day was held on Monday 7th October.  A very productive day 
was had where parliament members were trained by outside agencies in a variety of ways 
to govern over the course of the year. 
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  The whole of Year 7 enjoyed a day of exploring the Creative Habits of 

Learning. 

Using prop, their thinking skills and each other, pupils participated in a 

range of activities which gave them opportunities to be Disciplined,        

Imaginative, Inquisitive, show Perseverance and be Collaborative.  

Bridgend County Borough Council has launched a learner travel consultation which asks people 
for their views on potential changes to school transport. This is very likely to affect pupils at 
Cynffig Comprehensive School. 
  
Faced with making cuts of £35.2m between 2019 and 2023, the council is reviewing all services 
to see where savings can be made. 
  
The consultation is inviting views on potential changes to travel arrangements for school pupils 
and students attending further education colleges. It is important that the council understands how 
the proposed changes could affect pupils and their families. 
Cllr Charles Smith, Cabinet Member for Education and Regeneration, said: “In an ideal world, 
everyone would travel for free irrespective of cost, but we have to be realistic in the face of        
unprecedented cuts to our budget. 
  
“We take pride in the services we provide to our residents and want to continue to do as much as 
possible to support families in a difficult financial climate. These cuts however, means that we 
must review all of the services that we provide. 
  
“It is important that the council understands the impact of these proposed, so I hope as many   
people as possible will take part in this consultation, consider the various options that have been 
identified, and tell us what they think. 
  
“We want to continue to seek to protect the most vulnerable members of the community and      
target our resources where they are needed most, but we are going to need your help to be able 
to do so effectively.” 
  
The consultation ends on 5 January 2020 and can be completed online at www.bridgend.gov.uk 
consultation web page. 

http://www.bridgend.gov.uk
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Mr Richards and the staff in the Specialist Resource Centre welcome all the 
new Year 7 pupils to Cynffig Comprehensive.  We hope that they will have a 
happy and rewarding experience during their time with us. Welcome! 

Mental Health Awareness Day 
The student support department of the Student  
Parliament organised a great Mental Health Awareness 
Day, showing the amazing sense of community between 
staff and pupils here at Cynffig.   
 
The school turned yellow with staff and pupils wearing an 
item of yellow clothing and staff decorated their desks 
with as much yellow as possible!! 
 

Attendance 
Regular and punctual attendance of pupils at school is both a legal requirement and 
crucial to a pupil’s success - there is a clear link between a high rate of attendance and 
high achievement.  I am sure you are already aware of the 94.5% target we are working 
towards.  If pupils are not in lessons they cannot learn.  Every lesson really does count!  
Statistics show missing 8.5 days or 5% of school in any year can reduce the success 
level of a pupil by 1 GCSE grade.  
With this in mind, I would like to reiterate the expectations that we have with regards to 
attendance: 
 Pupils are expected to be in school and in lesson 1 by 8.50am 
 Should your child be unwell, please call the Main Office and the                                   

attendance line on 01656 740294. 
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Congratulations - Sixth Form Leadership Team 
 

We are delighted to announce a very strong Sixth Form Leadership Team for this year: 
Head Boy - Todd Murray   Head Girl - Leah Evans 

   Deputy Head Boy - Aled Humphrey  Deputy Head Girl’s - Charlotte Roberts and Ellie Parry 
Senior Prefects: Nia Anderson, Jay Buck ley, Ashleigh Cox, Amy Ruck, Ross  

Sullivan, Lowri Thomas and Lara Walsh-Parry. 
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Important Dates for the next half-term at Cynffig: 

 

Monday 4th November   - KS4 Career talks begin 

Tuesday 5th November  - Numeracy Unit 1 Exam - Non Calculator (Year 11) 

Wednesday 6th November - Interim reports issued Years 7 & 11  

Thursday 7th November   - Numeracy Unit 2 Exam - Calculator (Year 11) 

Friday 8th November     - Drop Everything And Read 

Monday 11th November   - Anti Bullying Week / Odd Sock Day  

Monday 18th November  - Health Research Network Survey 

Friday 22nd November   - INSET Day 

Wednesday 27th November - Yr 12/13 Parents Evening/Interim Reports issued Yr 12/13 

Monday 2nd December   - Year 11 Mock Exams Begin 

Tuesday 3rd December  - Interim Reports issued - Years 8, 9 & 10 

Tuesday 10th December  - Year 8 PSE Day 

Friday 13th December  - Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 18th December - Christmas Concert 

Thursday 19th December - Year 11 PSE Day 

Friday 20th December  - End of Term 

 



H.I. Rugby Trip 
 
An excellent day was had by all 24 pupils attending a rugby skills session at the Ospreys     
Academy in Llandarcy. The day, run by Wales Deaf rugby and the Ospreys Community team 
was a chance for young people to learn new skills and make new friends. 
 
A busy morning which included fitness training, passing and catching skills and try scoring   
practice, was followed by a question and answer session with Ospreys’ player Reuben Morgan- 
Williams and a member of the Wales Deaf squad. 
 
In the afternoon, there was a chance to put all of the skills learnt to the test with a game of 
catching and kicking and a fiercely fought game of touch rugby. 
 

All of the pupils who attended thoroughly enjoyed the day and are looking forward to using their 
new found skills. 

 
 

 
Don’t lose points because you haven't got equipment! 

 
All equipment is essential to help you learn.   

 
Mathematical equipment is available  

from Mr Carter in 5F3 during break time or before school. 
 
 

Clear pencil case - £1.30     Scientific 
Pen / Pencil / Rubber / Ruler / Sharpener /   Calculator - £6.65  
180o protractor / 360o  angle measurer /  
Pair of compasses (and pencil) / Highlighter 


