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Dear Parent/Carer, 

Managing a school of over 800 pupils and 90 staff during a pandemic is proving to provide daily            

challenges.  So many pupils continue to be a real source of pride as they politely and kindly go about the 

business of learning. I would also like to thank all of our staff who are working hard to deliver great       

lessons and manage the changes to the kind of school day that they used to have.  

As you are aware we have unfortunately had to self-isolate 185 pupils this week. Having to organise      

self-isolation during the school day is as you can imagine very difficult. Thank you to the very many      

parents who supported us superbly as well as our pupils who managed this in a calm and mature way.  

This action is all about pupil safety and whilst it is with a heavy heart that we do this we also recognise 

how important it is that we are appropriate and cautious in our approach. We will maintain regular con-

tact with pupils and of course all our efforts to set up home learning will now take effect. There is further 

information about learning@home included in this newsletter. For our Year 11 – 13 pupils please do not 

worry about the assessments next week, we will ensure you have the opportunity to complete these as-

sessments upon your return. 

I must express some disappointment that Wales on Line inaccurately reported information about the 

school this week in terms of positive cases involving staff. This has been amended and their error          

corrected.  Through newsletters, texts and phone calls we always strive to share information with all of 

our parents. If you do have any legitimate concerns please use the channels we always publicise to share 

these concerns in the right manner and to the right people. We will, as ever, do our best to explain                

anything you might be unclear about. We want to establish a strong partnership with parents through 

these challenging times yet we also want to be fairly represented. Once again, I would urge all parents to 

join our parent app. We regularly advertise this app and information about the app is once again included 

in this newsletter. It is a great way for keeping up to date with your son/daughters progress as well as 

any news/information. 
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C O V I D 1 9    T E S T S 

If any pupil receives a positive test result the school needs to be made aware immediately.  

If you have not signed up for the ‘Parent app’, please contact:                                                                

admin.cynffig@bridgend.gov.uk 



S O C I A L    D I S T A N C I N G   and   H A N D    H Y G I E N E      
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Once again we would appreciate it if you would spend some time with your son/daughter talking about 

the importance and necessity for social distancing wherever possible. Pupils can physically distance   

themselves from their friends and still hold a conversation and communicate with each other. At break 

and lunchtime some pupils are still not listening to instructions about this and seem to fail to understand 

why this is important.  It is also equally important that pupils should wash their hands regularly and use 

the hand sanitiser on entry to and exit from every classroom 

Some pupils are not bringing equipment to school. We do not want to share equipment as we want to 

reduce the sharing of items. Please ensure your child is properly equipped for school. 

E Q U I P M E N T 

Learning@Home started this week for all subjects for KS3/4/5.  Pupils need to make sure they have 

joined their Google Classroom in all subjects.  Pupils now need to access their Google Classrooms 

through their Hwb email address.  The new Learning@Home timetable as well information to support   

pupils/parents/carers with accessing Google Classrooms is available on the school website and pupil 

website https://sites.hwbcymru.net/learninghome.  A ‘What to do when Self Isolating’ leaflet and film is 

available on our school website, and on https://sites.hwbcymru.net/learninghome for pupils, explaining 

what pupils need to do to access their learning when they are self isolating.  

L E A R N I N G @ H O M E / S E L F - I S O L A T I O N  

Y E A R    11,  12   and   13   A S S E S S M E N T    W E E K 
We are continually looking to support our pupils to make progress and improve.  Starting from the 
12th October, Year 11, 12 and 13 will complete a number of assessments.  During this time each pupil will 
complete a number of different teacher assessments in their GCSE or A level subjects.  These assessments 
will take place in classrooms and will be used to gauge progress and inform the required support moving 
forward.  Each department will set an assessment task or activity which could be: 

 

 A short formal topic test or assessment 
 An essay / assignment 
 A project or task over a series of lessons 
Please encourage your son/daughter to continue to prepare thoroughly and remind them about the 
importance of these assessments.  Those pupils self-isolating, who look likely to miss the assessment 
time, do not worry.  You will be able to complete any assessments when you return. 

Y E A R    11   P R O G R E S S I O N   S U R V E Y  and   N E X T    S T E P S  
During this academic year all Year 11 pupils are required to make a decision about their future.  This could 
be continuing into the sixth form, going to college, pursuing an apprenticeship, taking up a traineeship or 
seeking full time employment.  In order for every Year 11 pupil to make a successful transition at the end 
of Year 11 we will offer support to help them progress with their identified choices for next year.  Through 
assemblies and sharing careers information we have already started this process so that each pupil has 
time to understand what they need to do and make a good informed decision.  During the w/b Monday 
5th October each Year 11 pupil received a ‘Progression Survey’, asking them about their intended next 
steps.  This survey is important and used to help us provide the required support.  The survey must be  
returned to their Challenge Tutor or Learning Leader before Monday 9th November 2020.  
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Congratulations to all our pupils who celebrated National        
Poetry Day last week with their own unique take on the theme 
of 'Vision'.  

Inspired by poet and hiphop artist Karl Nova, pupils poignantly 
expressed their view of the world.   After posting some of the 
pupils fantastic work, Karl Nova himself liked our tweet! 

N A T I O N A L    P O E T R Y    D A Y 

You’re not alone,                                                            

Everyone has insecurities and           

problems of their own.                              

We are all different in our own way,                                                

And you have to remember to think 

before you say.                              

# Kyah  - Year 7 

So confused, don’t know what to 
do?                                                 
Play on my console or play in the 
park?                                                         
I hold up and I see more                    
brightness…                                                  
I think lockdown is over…                                               
Going to school again. 

#Freddy  - Year 7 

P O S I T I V E   R E C O G N I T I O N   S Y S T E M 

‘Cynffig’s Super Six’ is a system whereby we can                      

celebrate and recognize pupil positive effort within their 

learning.  The positive recognition system  creates a              

culture of recognition and allows us to acknowledge and 

communicate positive learning experiences with our       

parents/carers.   

If a pupil  receives a ‘Super six’ acknowledgement, this 

will be sent home via our ‘SIMS Parent App’.         

We are delighted that already 333 learners in Key Stage 

3 and 128 learners in Key Stage 4 have already                     

received one or more of our ’Super Six’ positive                       

recognition awards.  Keep up the great work! 

CYNFFIG’S SUPER SIX                                                                           
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‘CYNFFIG CELEBRATES WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY’  #HelloYellow 

Our school community joined together to support the charity ‘Young Minds’ and World Mental Health 
Day.  We believe that the wellbeing and mental health of our pupils and school community is essential  
during these  unprecedented times.  Today, our aim was to raise awareness and provide opportunities for 
our young people to talk about their mental health, reduce the stigma and build their emotional                    
resilience. 

#HelloYellow   #Cynffigfamily   #WorldMentalHealthDay    

 #YoungMinds   #itsgoodtotalk   #togetherwe’vegotthis       

 


