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25th March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
Last week certainly was an unusual week for us all and we have bid a fond farewell to our valued 
and wonderful pupils. Thank you for all your support during difficult and challenging 
circumstances. We have said an earlier than anticipated final farewell to our Year 11 and Year 13 
pupils. We are incredibly proud of each and every Year 11 and 13 pupil and wish them every 
success in the future.   
We understand that it may be unsettling for all pupils and their families at present and would like to 
share with you the current information we have relating to A Level and GCSE examinations and 
awards. We also have some important reminders and information for all pupils who are now 
working at home.  

A. Important information for Year 13 pupils 

Qualifications Wales, the examination regulator, has written to schools to provide an update on 
how outcomes for students will be awarded this summer.  Their job as the examination regulator is 
to find the fairest way forward, focusing on doing the right thing. As it stands, grades for A level 
(Year 13) qualifications will be calculated using a range of evidence. This may include marks for 
any work completed to date eg. unitised examination assessments and, for A level, AS outcomes; 
the scores achieved for non-examined assessments; and standardised teacher assessed grades. 
The Education Minister and Qualifications Wales have been clear that teacher assessed grades 
will be based on what staff would expect students to achieve at the end of the course. There will 
be an expectation that these professional predictions are fair, reasonable and carefully 
considered. These judgements will be assessed looking at a range of first hand evidence, rather 
than a single source of evidence, such as a mock examination outcome. Similarly, target grades 
will not be used to help establish a grade.  
With regard to vocational qualifications, we do not yet have the definitive guidance on this. 
Schools in Wales are still able to use a range of examination boards to set vocational pathways. 
Therefore, the process is a little more complicated. We understand that the regulator is still 
working with the other devolved nations to agree a single approach.  
B.  Important information for Year 11 pupils  
 1. Summer 2020 examinations have been cancelled The Welsh Government has decided to 
cancel all examinations for summer 2020. They are working with WJEC (the GCSE examination 
board) to establish the fairest way to issue grades for GCSE and Skills Challenge Certificate 
qualifications. At present they have not finalised accreditation for BTECs or COPE qualifications.  
 2. What are the Welsh Government and WJEC prioritising? Welsh Government are prioritising 
GCSE and Skills Challenge Certificate results, given the clear importance these qualifications 
have for progress in education, work and life.   
  



CYNFFIG COMPREHENSIVE  YSGOL  GYFUN CYNFFIG 
SCHOOL 
 
EAST AVENUE  RHODFA’R DWYRAIN 
KENFIG HILL  MYNYDD CYNFFIG 
BRIDGEND  PENYBONT AR OGWR 
CF33 6NP  CF33 6NP 
Tel: 01656 740294  Ffon: 01656 740294 
Fax: 01656 747940  Ffacs: 01656 747940 

          HEADTEACHER / PRIFATHRAWES 
           HANNAH E. CASTLE   

            B.A. Hons.,  N.P.Q.H. 

             
 

3. How will the WJEC examination board calculate GCSE grades? Grades for GCSE level 
qualifications in 2020 will be calculated using a range of evidence. They will be based on a 
combination of factors which may include marks for work completed to date, for example 
standardised teacher assessed grades.      
 4. What will ‘teacher assessed grades’ be based on? Teacher assessed grades will be based on 
what teachers would expect a learner to achieve at the end of the course.   
Please be reassured, if we are asked for these grades they will represent a fair, reasonable and 
carefully considered judgement of the most likely grade that might be achieved in normal 
circumstances. This will be a professional judgement based on the combined assessment 
information held for the pupil and will be an overall judgement rather than focusing on a single 
source of evidence like mock examinations.   
Please be assured that we will look at a range of evidence to support your child in achieving the 
GCSE grades they deserve.  
 5. How will grades for BTEC, Vocational qualifications and COPE be issued? Welsh Government 
are still considering the fairest way to issue grades for learners who are studying qualifications 
other than GCSEs.  Most vocational qualifications are offered across the UK, so they are working 
with fellow regulators, exam boards and governments across the UK to ensure consistency. Welsh 
Government will share more detail on those plans as soon as they can.       
 6. Will all these changes affect progress at AS level? Year 11 pupils who have opted to continue 
their studies in Further Education are well advised to continue to learn and revise the subjects they 
have opted to study. This will ensure they are informed and prepared to begin their Further 
education. Our staff will move towards a model of establishing bridging units in readiness for AS 
level.  
 C. Important information for Year 10 pupils  
1. Summer 2020 examinations have been cancelled The Welsh Government has decided to 
cancel all examinations for summer 2020. They are working with WJEC (the GCSE examination 
board) to establish the fairest way to issue grades for GCSE and Skills Challenge Certificate 
qualifications. At present they have not mentioned BTECs or COPE qualifications.  Year 10 GCSE 
guidance has not been sent to schools yet.  
 2. When will I sit the GCSEs I should be doing in the Summer 2020?  Welsh Government are 
looking at a variety of options, including the opportunity to sit exams in subsequent exam series. 
We are unsure at present when this will take place, e.g. it could be in the Autumn Term. We will 
share more detail on those plans as soon as we have received information from Welsh 
Government.      
 We understand that you may have deep concerns about how your child’s learning will take place 
at home. Please be re-assured that their subject teachers will be constantly working to provide 
meaningful learning activities that can be completed at home.    
Year 10 pupils need to access ‘Google Classroom’ on a daily basis and really try to follow their 
daily school timetable.  ‘Google Classroom’ will be the main point of contact between teachers and 
pupils. Class teachers will be regularly setting work and it is essential this work is completed in 



CYNFFIG COMPREHENSIVE  YSGOL  GYFUN CYNFFIG 
SCHOOL 
 
EAST AVENUE  RHODFA’R DWYRAIN 
KENFIG HILL  MYNYDD CYNFFIG 
BRIDGEND  PENYBONT AR OGWR 
CF33 6NP  CF33 6NP 
Tel: 01656 740294  Ffon: 01656 740294 
Fax: 01656 747940  Ffacs: 01656 747940 

          HEADTEACHER / PRIFATHRAWES 
           HANNAH E. CASTLE   

            B.A. Hons.,  N.P.Q.H. 

             
 

readiness for our return to school. We ask that all parents/carers please support us as we try to 
make this provision and new way of learning work.  We understand that in some cases a pupil 
might organise their learning time slightly differently to an average school day however we expect 
them to meet any deadlines and submit tasks set by their class teacher. It may seem fun at the 
time if pupils do not engage with their learning, but they run the risk of falling dangerously behind 
in terms of the progression of learning. 
D. Important information for Year 12 pupils  
AS levels also need careful consideration by the examination regulator.  In their update on Friday 
20th March Qualification Wales stated that they are not planning to issue grades for AS levels. For 
Year 12 pupils they are looking at a variety of options, including the opportunity to sit exams in 
subsequent exam series. We have no firm details yet to provide in relation to rescheduling. At time 
of writing, we suspect that any rescheduled examinations will either be held early in the new 
school year or that they will have one exam sitting at the end of the course, as currently happens 
in England. Please be mindful that we have no formal notification of this. We can not be sure 
however it is therefore vital that all students fully engage with the work programme and resources 
available to them in the subject areas within Google classrooms. Pupils must maintain motivation 
and continue to apply themselves to their learning. We will be providing further information and 
additional resources, as time goes on. 
 E. Important information for all pupils  
 Please remember we all need to play our part and do our very best to limit the spread of the virus. 
This is incredibly important.  We always encourage pupils to take responsibility for their actions so 
now, more than ever, is the time to put this into practice. Take responsibility and listen to the 
Government instructions. 
As tempting as it may be it is very important that pupils do not ‘meet up’ in groups or social 
gatherings. The latest instructions from the Government say that this is not allowed. 
We have decided that ‘Google Classroom’ will be the main point of contact between teachers and 
pupils. All teachers have invited pupils in their class to join ‘Google Classroom’. Pupils will receive 
‘Google Classroom’ notifications via their school email address. We will be monitoring to see who 
has accepted the invite and who is submitting work and completing the set tasks. We will make 
contact home if we are concerned that pupils are not engaging with learning@home. Please 
support us as we try to make this provision work.  Learning packs have been issued to all pupils in 
Years 7 – 9. Please ensure pupils engage with the range of resources that have been provided 
including resources that pupils can use independently such as The Day, BBC Bitesize and BKSB. 
There are links to these resources on our website. We will continually update the website with new 
resources so please keep looking at the school website for ideas and learning activities. In 
addition on our website there are also links to emotional health and wellbeing resources which can 
support young people during these unprecedented times. 
At times like these, it can be easy to fall into unhealthy patterns of behaviour which in turn can 
make people feel worse. There are simple things that we can all do that may help, to stay mentally 
and physically active during this time such. In particular for pupils:  
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• Keep to your normal school routine, get up at your normal time, eat breakfast and follow 

your normal school timetable.  

• Try and maintain a normal bedtime rather than being on your phone/social media until the 

early hours 

• Spend time doing things you enjoy – this might include reading, cooking, art work, other 

indoor hobbies or listening to/watching favourite radio or TV programmes  

• Try to eat healthy, well-balanced meals, drink enough water, exercise regularly. Look for 

ideas of exercises you can do at home on the NHS website and on our school website (PE 

area learning @home) 

• Keep your windows open to let in fresh air, get some natural sunlight if you can, or get 

outside into the garden.   

Handwashing is incredibly important  
There are general principles you can follow to help prevent the spread of respiratory viruses, 
including:  

❖ washing your hands more often - with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use a hand 

sanitiser when you get home, when you blow your nose, sneeze or cough, eat or handle 

food   

❖ avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands  

❖ avoid close contact with people who have symptoms  

❖  cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in a bin and wash your 

hands  

❖ clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces in the home  

F. What should you do if you develop symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19)  
It is very important that individuals with symptoms that may be due to coronavirus and their 
household members stay at home. Staying at home will help control the spread of the virus to 
friends, the wider community, and particularly the most vulnerable.  
The same guidance applies to the general population and those at increased risk of severe illness 
form coronavirus (COVID-19).  If you live with others and you or one of them have symptoms of 
coronavirus, then all household members must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. 
The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill. You can find 
the full guidance at: https://gov.wales/coronavirus-stay-home-guidance  
If you have coronavirus symptoms:  

 do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital 
  you do not need to contact 111 to tell them you’re staying at home  

 testing for coronavirus is not needed if you’re staying at home  
Plan ahead and ask others for help to ensure that you can successfully stay at home and consider 
what can be done for vulnerable people in the household.  



CYNFFIG COMPREHENSIVE  YSGOL  GYFUN CYNFFIG 
SCHOOL 
 
EAST AVENUE  RHODFA’R DWYRAIN 
KENFIG HILL  MYNYDD CYNFFIG 
BRIDGEND  PENYBONT AR OGWR 
CF33 6NP  CF33 6NP 
Tel: 01656 740294  Ffon: 01656 740294 
Fax: 01656 747940  Ffacs: 01656 747940 

          HEADTEACHER / PRIFATHRAWES 
           HANNAH E. CASTLE   

            B.A. Hons.,  N.P.Q.H. 

             
 

 
Ask your friends and family to help you to get the things you need to stay at home.  
Wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds, each time using soap and water, or use hand sanitiser.  
 
 
The current advice is if you feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at home, or your condition 
gets worse, or your symptoms do not get better after 7 days, then use the 111 online coronavirus 
service. If you do not have internet access, call 111. For a medical emergency dial 999.  
Cynffig Comprehensive is proud to serve its community and I assure you that we will continue to 
do this as this outbreak continues. Schools are adapting and making the necessary changes.  
 
I wish you safety and health, for you and your whole families. 
 
 
Best wishes 
Hannah Castle 

Mrs. Hannah Castle 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


