
Finally we have arrived at the end of a long term and I think that it is true 

to say that the whole school community is looking forward to a long 

earned rest; I really enjoy this time of year as the ‘Christmas feeling’ so 

evident in our school community really cheers us along and lifts our     

spirits.  All the activities, events and achievements this term demonstrate 

how impressive our pupils are and the energy, talent and enthusiasm they 

bring to our school and how dedicated our staff are in supporting and 

nurturing these talents. 

 

Year 11 have completed their Mock examinations and results will be     

issued on Mock Results Day on January 12th 2018. 

Unfortunately Year 12 and 13 will need to dedicate some time during the 

Christmas holidays to prepare for their Mocks in January! 

 

On behalf of everybody at Cynffig Comprehensive School, 

we wish you, your family and friends a peaceful Christmas 

and best wished for the New Year.  Thank you for your    

support this year. 

Mrs Castle 

INSIDE 

THIS      

ISSUE:  

 Head’s 

message 

 Christmas 

Concert 

 Careers 

event 

 Peer2Peer 

Training 

 Maths 

MAT event 

 PLA’s 

 KS4 PSE 

Days 

 Year 12/13 

News 

 ‘Keep Your 

Points’  

 Christmas 

Jumper 

Day 

 Sporting 

News 

 

 

 

Cynffig Newsletter 

RHAGFYR 2017 DECEMBER 2017 

School ends on Friday 22nd December at 3.10pm and         
pupils will return on Monday 8th January 2018 (Week 2) 

 

Llythyr Newyddion Cynffig 

On Wednesday 20th December, Cynffig held  its annual Christmas 
Concert.  The night brought an array of items including; Readings, 
a Christmas poem, a drama performance, performances from the 
School Choir, School orchestra, string group, woodwind trio, piano 
solos, vocal solos and congregational carols. 
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With the Winter weather approaching, it’s more important 
than ever to make sure that if  you are entitled to claim for 
free school meals, you don’t forget to do so.  It’s worth 
nearly £470 per year!  Forms are available from the Main 
Office.  If  you are not sure whether you are entitled to 
claim, just pick up the phone and we be happy to help! 

Apprenticeship Work Careers Event. 
On Thursday 30th November,  30 Year 11 students attended the 
‘Apprenticeships Work’ Career Event, in Bridgend Life Centre. 
The event was organised by Careers Wales and provided our pupils 

with an opportunity to meet people who work in different                

employment sectors.  Pupils were able to interact with over 30     

different employers and training organisations, take part in interactive 

workshops and gain current information from Colleges and Training 

Provider about a variety of courses. 

Student Health and Wellbeing Survey 2017 
As a member of the School Health Research Network Cynffig has taken 

the opportunity this term to take part in the Student Health and           

Wellbeing Survey.  This survey is run by the School Health Research     

Network at Cardiff University and supported by Welsh Government and 

Public Health Wales.  Data from the survey will also be used for research 

into school health and enable us to support our pupils in the future.  The 

survey has ethical approval from the Cardiff University School of Social 

Sciences Research Ethics Committee (SREC/2190). 

Peer2Peer Training from ‘Bullies out’. 
This term, 27 pupils were trained in ‘Peer2Peer’ mentoring.  This is 
an effectively managed mentoring programme that creates the    
opportunity for pupils to develop their skills when supporting other 
pupils at Cynffig.  
Members of the Student Support Cabinet of the Student Parliament 

and our ‘Listeners’ completed life skills sessions such as active     

listening skills, communication skills and confidentiality,                

understanding bullying and managing conflict, boundaries in       

mentoring, time management and the importance of diversity.   
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Reminder for all Year 11 pupils -  

English Literature GCSE Examination is on Tuesday 9th 

January 2018 at 9am.   

English Revision Material 

On 21st November the Maths Department held the 
first 2017-18 ‘More Able and Talented Event’ for 
Years 8, 9, 10 and 11.   
 

Our MAT pupils from Years 8, 9 and 10 worked     
together in mixed groups on a series of challenging 
mathematical questions.   
 

All of the pupils found the experience very enjoyable 
and expressed that they enjoyed the extra challenge 
added and would like to attend again! One pupil’s 
comment ‘This mathematical experience has           
encouraged me to pursue a career that needs these 
skills as I felt confident  while completing the    
questions given.  Furthermore this experience was 
fulfilling and enjoyable’.  
 

Our Year 11 MAT pupils worked together in two 
groups competing to finish a set of challenging A* 
GCSE questions with some additional maths             
problems thrown in!  Two of our Year 11 MAT pupils 
said ‘We all enjoyed the event as we were          
challenged to complete A and A* grade questions.  
This opportunity also gave us an insight into the        
Additional Maths course which we found really           
helpful!’. 

On Monday 4th December, Mrs Edwards took 15 lucky pupils to Cardiff City        
Stadium for a meeting to encourage pupil language uptake at GCSE level. 
 

The day was packed with language workshops and we even had an exclusive       
behind the scenes tour of the stadium by one of the academy players!   
Ellie Clark won the competition for the best Christmas  
message...in Italian!!  Fun was had by all and we hope that it has an  
impact when Year 9 make their Option choices! 
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Congratulations to Brogan Jenkins Year 8.  Brogan is       
currently taking part in Jack and the Beanstalk with the 
Touring Pantomime of Wales and Mark Jermine              
productions!!!  Brogan is with the Intermediate dancers 
and is  playing a ‘Sassy stalk’ !! 
 

Brogan’s love of drama started when she was 5.  She 
attends ‘The Performance House’ with Nicky Taliesin in 
Porthcawl. 
 

Brogan is also a member of the Sarah Burnell School of 
Dance.  Brogan has been dancing since she was 8 and 
dances modern, contemporary, tap and song and dance. 
 

Brogan’s previous performances were in the Christmas 
Carol and Madagascar at the New Theatre in Cardiff with 
the Orbit Theatre School. 
 

We wish Brogan the very best of luck in her performance 

we are all very proud of her. 

The annual Engineering Education Scheme is underway, and Year 12   
pupils are deep into this year’s STEM challenge.  Continuing the long 
partnership established between Sony Tec UK, Pencoed and Cynffig, this 
year’s project is focused upon a mechanical engineering problem – ‘How 
can a £60,000 professional broadcast camera be protected from 
damage during transportation during the production process?’. 
The six pupils taking part: Anwen Sleath, Connor Morgan, Ben Cowan, 
Ethan Walton-Deaves, Connor McCarthy and Jack Underhill have already 
derived some in-depth research and are now in the process of refining 
their ideas.  On Monday 18th December they will be taking part in    
workshops at Swansea University’s new Bay Campus in the hope of   
manufacturing part of their prototype solution.  
 
Last year’s winners, Year 13 pupils Alyx Forester and Tom Cullen have 

been invited to attend the Big Bang National Science Fair to display 

their project outcome at the Birmingham NEC and as part of their       

preparations they are now improving their practical solution further by 

investigating opportunities for ‘machine learning’, essentially a form of 

artificial intelligence!  Currently Tom and Alyx are working alongside      

Mr Reed and Mr Morrish to develop a computer algorithm capable of      

identifying abnormal vibration on a ‘real-time’ basis and anticipating the 

service life of the machine before mechanical failure.  

Cynffig wishes both teams the very best of luck…..bring back the          

trophies!!! 
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KS4 PSE Activity Days at Cynffig. 
During the Autumn Term, we have welcomed a large    

number of outside providers into school to educate our   
pupils and run workshops on a variety of important ‘Health 

and Wellbeing’ topics.   

Calan DVS                                    
PC Beaumont                                 
Fire Service  

Spectrum Theatre 
Barnardos  

Young Carers 
Sexual Exploitation awareness 

On-line Safety 
RNLI 

Teenage Cancer Trust 
School Health Nurse 

Red Cross 
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One term down – two to go until AS/A2 examinations 2018! 
 

A busy term for the Sixth Form – Year 12 have settled well and are now 
well into studying their AS courses.  Following a positive Parents Evening 
in November, pupils are now preparing for their Mock Examinations.   
 

These will take place the first week back after the Christmas holidays, 
week beginning 8th January until Monday 15th January.  These exams will 
provide an opportunity for the pupils to revise thoroughly and give them a 
realistic picture of where they are at in terms of academic progress and 
what further preparation will be needed to secure the best possible      
outcomes for all our pupils.   
 

Year 12 and Year 13 will be entitled to a week’s study leave to prepare for 
the examination, however BTEC Business lessons and BTEC Sport lessons 
will continue as normal during the mock exam period. 
 

UCAS applications are well under way for our Year 13 students.  Many 
have already received offers to study a variety of degree courses such as 
Pharmacy, Engineering, Social Care, Business, Law and Media.  Please 
note that the deadline for all UCAS applications is 15th January 2018. 
 

A group of high achieving GCSE students were able to visit City Hall in  
Cardiff last November where they attended a PIXL conference aimed at  
supporting pupils in their University Applications.   
Anwen Sleath, Molly Raikes, Megan Stevens, Joe Greenslade, Connor  
McCarthy, Connor Morgan and Jack Underhill were the pupils fortunate 
enough to attend this great event. 
 

Following this, on Wednesday 6th December 4 pupils, Anwen Sleath,      
Megan Stevens, Connor McCarthy and Tori Bennett were fortunate to     
attend the SEREN National Conference held in Newtown, Mid Wales.  
This gave the pupils the opportunity to meet with like-minded pupils from 
other schools, attend seminars and gather information from Universities 
across the UK and America. 

Cynffig awaits the arrival of 
our new seating for the 
Promenade. 
 
Designed by our pupils, with 
artist Angharad Pearce 
Jones, and inspired by 
Cynffig’s listed Architecture 
the benches are the product 
of our Lead Creative 
Schools project. 
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A thank you from the British Heart foundation! 
A look back at your 2017 CPR training success. 

We have so much to thank you for 
  

Dear Cynffig Comprehensive 
  

Thanks to your incredible efforts, our community of CPR life savers will 

continue growing. We've learnt that at least 1.2 million potential CPR life 

savers have been trained in 2017. We didn't hear how many people you 

trained this year, but next time we could report even higher numbers if you 

let us know about all the hard life saving work you've been doing. 

  

We want to thank you for the difference Cynffig Comprehensive is making. 

On average each organisation that receives a CPR kit trains around 109 

people, so it's people like you who make a difference. 

Well Done 
 Year 11 

Well done to all of Year 11 who have recently completed the first part of their post 16        
progression survey.  All responses have been forwarded to the careers adviser; further       
support and guidance will be provided in the spring term.  A high number of pupils have     
identified the sixth form at Cynffig as their intended pathway.  Please see forthcoming events 
section for more information about our open evening. 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 8th January 2018: Year 8 Parents Evening. 
 11th January 2018: GCSE Mathematics, Numeracy and English Language (November entry) 

results issued.  
 12th January 2018: Mock Results Day. During lesson 5 on Friday 12th January pupils will  

receive the results from the recent mock GCSE exams.  During this time each Year 11 pupil will 
also attend a targeted assembly to spotlight their outcomes and highlight the next steps.   
Keep up the hard work! 

 1st March 2018: Sixth Form Open Evening.  The Sixth Form Open Evening is taking place on 
Thursday 1st March, this is an opportunity to find out about the courses available at Cynffig 
and our partner schools, visit departments as well as finding out about the options process for 
Post 16.  More details to follow in the new year, we look forward to seeing pupils and         
parents.  

 15th February 2018: Year 9 Options Evening.  The Year 9 Options Evening is taking place on 
Thursday 15th February.  This is an opportunity to visit departments and subject areas across 
the school as well as finding out about the options process for Year 9.  This is a very important 
time as pupils decide upon their GCSE route of study.  More details to follow in the new year, 
we look forward to seeing all pupils and parents.  

 Reminder: Year 12 and Year 13 mock exams take place the W/b 8th January 2018.   
 
Keep up the hard work everyone. 
Happy Christmas  
Mr Stephens 
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Santa and Rudolf made a surprise visit to the Year 7 ‘Keep Your Points’ 
Celebration Assembly, on Thursday 14th December. 
 

107 Year 7 Pupils still have more than 147 Points, Superb! 
Ffion George and Harley Jenkins won Cinema Tickets and Rio Divetta and 
Samantha Walmsley won some Festive Chocolates in the Prize Draw. 
 

A Big shout out and thank you goes to Santa and Rudolf, we know how 

busy you are at this time of year! And hope you enjoyed the Singing! 

Key Stage 4 Announcements 
Mr Howe would like to thank all of the Year 10 and Year 11 pupils for their 
hard work so far this year.  Congratulations go to the 46 Year 10 pupils 
and 45 Year 11 pupils who have completed the term still on 150 points!  
Well done, keep it up in 2018! 
 
There are important exams coming up in the first week back so please   
enjoy the Christmas holiday but don’t forget to do some revision to ensure 
that you are ready for these important exams. 
 
Please ask Santa for some school equipment as lack of equipment was one 
of the things that regularly caused pupils to lose points this term.   
Hopefully in January all pupils will be stocked up with the equipment they 
need to ensure they are prepared to learn in all subjects. 
 
A reminder also that black trainers are NOT part of our uniform so it would 
be helpful if those currently not wearing appropriate school footwear       
ensure they return in 2018 with school shoes. 
Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year   -  Mr Howe 
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Ffion Harman  Ffion-Haf Humphreys  Tegan Kocker   Izabelle Anderson 
Jack Clemett  Jack David   Victoria Franklyn  Brogan Jenkins 
Mia Lunn  Ellie Bodenham  Emily Jones   Emilie Thomas 
Courtney Todd Callum Walsh-Parry  Thomas Attwood  Caitlin Jones 
Madison Jones Ashley Lightwood  Alexia Lloyd   Chloe Russell 
Yasmin Stone  Hayley Thomas  William Evans   Ellie Griffiths  
Oliver Howe  Chloe Parry   Brooke Rees-Simcock  Jessica Aubrey 
Hywel Gladwin Cerys Locke   Ethan Price   Alicia Wood 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Grace Hayball  Annalise Russell-Howells Oliver Bowen   Patricia Davies 
Ellie Perham  Joshua Urch   Lauren Howe   Abbie Shylon 
Ben Williams  Ellie Bevan   Chloe Davies   Megan Henderson 
Mali Jones  Dylan Lewis   Morgan Thomas-Griffiths Lauran Price 
Sebastien Baker Jodie Barnett   Megan Barnfield  Sophie Owen 
Kieran Brimble Spencer Chick-Jones  Jack Evans   Christopher Ruck 
Callum Washington 
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Cynffig Comprehensive School supported the local community 

in their annual Remembrance Day Services, even when the 

weather was absolutely dreadful!!  Services were held in Kenfig 

Hill and Cefn Cribwr.  Services were attended by Mrs Castle, 

Ioan Humphrey and Caitlin Thomas, Miss Geddes, Daniel Hall 

and Alyx Forester. 
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Christmas Jumper Day this year was a roaring success!  
Pupils and staff donned their winter woollies in the name of 
Christmas - the festivities have really begun at Cynffig.  
Check out Cynffig App for more pictures from the day. 

On Tuesday 19th December, 148 key 
stage 3 pupils visited the Odeon      
Cinema in Bridgend to watch ‘Daddy’s 
Home 2’.  A great time was had by all. 
Pupils behaviour was impeccable and 
they were a real credit to Cynffig. 
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Pupils and staff at Cynffig Comprehensive School donned their jeans for ‘dress 
down day’.  Cakes were sold during break-time as well as a ‘soak the teacher’. 
 
Pupils thoroughly enjoyed throwing wet sponges at teachers!!! 
 
The fun carried on during lunch-time when the staff took on the 6th Form in a 
charity Netball match!! 
 
An amazing £560 was raised - well done to everyone!!! 

Dear Year 7, 
 

Well done to all of you for 
working hard and achieving 
so well at the end of            
another busy term. 
 

Please make sure you return 
to school in January main-
taining your high standards 
in uniform and making sure 
your planners have been 
checked and signed.  

I hope you all have a very 
Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year.  
 
Best Wishes 
 
Mrs Harding 



Black Belt in Karate 
On Wednesday 13th December, Ryan Legg in Year 11 successfully achieved his black belt in 
karate at the Fairfield Karate Club in Port Talbot.   
 

We are extremely proud of Ryan’s fantastic achievement. 
 

Welsh Basketball Success 
We would like to give a big congratulations to three of our pupils who have recently 
been selected for the Under 16’s Welsh Basketball 
Squad. 
 

Ben Evans and Lowri Thomas are both from Year 
11 and Emily Walters is in Year 10.   
 

These three pupils are currently training with the 
Welsh Squad at Cardiff Metropolitan University.  
Well done - a fantastic achievement. 

Ospreys Cup - Plate Final 
Our Year 8 boys played Porthcawl in the Plate Final of the Ospreys Cup (East    Region) on the 
3G Pitch at Bae Baglan. 
 

It’s fair to say that going into the game that Porthcawl were probably the favourites      having 
beaten us the last time we played, but the Cynffig boys were confident of causing an upset. 
 

On the day, we had a large squad to choose from, and everyone who played was a real credit to 
the school and to themselves. 
 

From the start we pressured Porthcawl into making mistakes.  From one of these       
mistakes Cynffig scored their first try of the game.  Porthcawl tried to get back into 
the game, but the Cynffig defending was excellent. 
 

The team were excellently led by Tom Gardner and Gethin Jones, who mixed his 
play up well.  The game continued to be tight, but good     decisions at times en-
sured that we stayed ahead for the whole game and scored three more tries! 
 

Porthcawl only scored their points late on in the game when the result was already 
decided.   
 

The final score was 20-12 to Cynffig.  The try scorers were Joe Ashton (2), Tom 

Gardner and Adrian Jeffreys.  The team are looking forward to the game against 

the winners of the Plate in the West region,   Cwmtawe in the New Year. 

Dance World Cup for Year 10 Pupil 
Katie Evans in Year 10 has been successful at auditions for the Dance World Cup in 2018.  Katie 

will be representing Team Wales in Barcelona at the World Cup Finals in June 2018, competing 

against competitors from 47 other countries.   

We are all extremely proud of Katie and wish her the very best of luck - watch this 

space for news later next year! 


